
2017 Algonquin Regional High School Summer Reading 
 

This summer, start from a place of inner quiet. Read. Think. Enjoy. You’ll return to school inspired to share and learn 
from each other. This year’s theme for summer reading is courage. For many of us courage is not something we think 
about, but just do. The books we have chosen below illustrate many different types of bravery and strength.  
 
College Prep students are required to read one book from this list over the summer; Honors students must read two 
books from the list;  A.P. students must read one book from this list along with the additional titles required for each 
A.P. course (see back). 
 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr:  An engaging and heart wrenching story about a blind French girl 

and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. 

This story illuminates the ways, against all odds, that people try to be good to one another. Recommended for 

strong readers (Historical Fiction, 544 pages, $13.60) 

 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely: After witnessing an incident of police brutality against a 

black classmate, a white basketball player must decide if he wants to take the easy route of keeping a low profile or 

stand up to the injustice he knows he witnessed. Recommended for all readers (Young Adult, 320 pages, $14.39 ) 

 
I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson: Teenage fraternal twins Jude (a surfer chick) and Noah (an introverted 

artist) used to be incredibly close until a tragic event drove them apart. Both are artists, both are exploring their 

sexuality and identities, both strive to have the courage to face the demons of their present and past to make sense 

of their world and forge relationships that are true to who they are. Recommended for all readers (Young Adult, 

428 pages, $8.79) 

 
Copper Sun by Sharon Draper: Fifteen year-old Amari is kidnapped from her African village by slave traders and 

brought to the new world where she struggles to survive and escape to freedom. It is the story of the pursuit of 

freedom and a sense of identity in a world that does not value her. Recommended for reluctant readers (Young 

Adult, 302 pages, $8.79) 

 
Adrift: Seventy-Six Days Lost at Sea by Steven Callahan: This dramatic tale of survival at sea is a firsthand account 

by the only man known to have survived more than a month alone at sea, fighting for his life in an inflatable raft 

after his sailboat capsizes only six days into a voyage. Recommended for all readers. 

(Adult Non-fiction, 234 pages, $11.96) 

 
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi:  A memoir about a young neurosurgeon who discovers he has stage 

IV lung cancer. It is his story of finding hope and beauty in dying. This is a carefully written account of facing one’s 

mortality. Though this book may seem extremely depressing it was written with love, compassion, understanding 

and courage. Recommended for sophisticated, strong readers due to intense subject matter  

(Adult Non-fiction, 228 pages, $20.00) 

      
A LIMITED SUPPLY OF BOOKS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUCHASE DURING LUNCH  

ON THURSDAY, JUNE 15TH AND FRIDAY, JUNE 16TH.  Pay cash or make checks payable to ARHS. 



Coming in the fall!  Writing contest on the subject of 

courage: 

 

Are you brave enough to tell your story? 
 

Write about: 

 a time you demonstrated courage 

 a time you witnessed courage 

 a time you wished you demonstrated courage but could not or did not 

 

Be creative! Tell this as a personal narrative or poem or a song. 

Multiple prizes will be awarded. 

 

 

A.P. Language & Composition:  please read the following books and make sure you get a copy of the 

summer reading packet from Mr. Alera or Ms. Fitzgerald. 

  

 In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 Slouching Towards Bethlehem by Joan Didion 

 

 

A.P. Literature:  please read the following books and make sure you get a copy of the summer reading 

assignment from Ms. Grehoski or Ms. Burdette. 

 

 1984 by George Orwell 

 The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 

 

 

 

 

 


